
thing is that Joe under-

stands the need to foster a 

Catholic identity for St. 

Albert.  

Father Jim Kiernan has 

known Connolly since he 

was in high school at St. 

Albert and Fr. Kiernan 

was a teacher and the vice 

principal.  

ñHe was always a solid 

Catholic young man,ò said 

Fr. Kiernan. ñExemplary.ò 

Under Connollyôs leader-

ship, St. Albert will con-

tinue a tradition of excel-

lence. 

ñOur teachers, administra-

tion, and staff are excited 

to carry on the traditions 

that started when our 

school first opened in 

1964. Building on 47 

years of academic excel-

lence and its strong Catho-

lic roots, St. Albert still 

continues to hold its stu-

dents to high academic, 

spiritual, moral and physi-

cal standards,ò Connolly 

said.  

After approval by Bishop 

Pates, the Area Board of 

Catholic Education ap-

pointed Joe Connolly 

President of Saint Albert 

Catholic Schools. Con-

nolly, a 1975 graduate of 

Saint Albert, began his 

new role on May 1, 2011. 

While Saint Albertôs new 

president is a man well-

known in the Council 

Bluffs and Catholic com-

munity, the choice of hav-

ing a businessman lead the 

school is a departure from 

the norm of a professional 

educator. 

Connolly has nearly 23 

years of experience at Mu-

tual of Omaha, beginning 

part time in college and 

most recently as senior 

vice president of special 

risk.  

Among his extensive busi-

ness experience, Connolly 

served as director of fi-

nance and operations for 

five years at St. Albert in 

the 1990s.  

Alumnus and parent are 

the two roles that matter 

just as much as his busi-

ness background as he 

undertakes his new posi-

tion.  

ñI have a great love and 

passion not only for St. 

Albert but for Catholic 

schools,ò Connolly said. 

Heôd been aware of the 

opening at Saint Albert, 

but he didnôt know the 

specifics until he had a 

discussion with his priest, 

Father Chuck Kottas of St. 

Peterôs Parish.  

ñI had worked with Joe 

when he was operations 

manager of St. Albert,ò 

said Fr. Kottas. ñIn work-

ing with him, we had 

eliminated the $1 million 

debt that St. Albert had 

incurred and he had done 

great work in balancing 

the budget at St. Albert. ñ 

ñWe also need someone 

who would be the face of 

St. Albert,ò Fr. Kottas 

said. ñThe most important 

Joe Connolly (ô75) Appointed as President of Saint Albert Schools 
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Page 2 The Tradition 

On April 30th, 2011, Saint Albert hosted one of its 

favorite traditions: the Benefit Auction.  In its 30 

years of existence, the auction has served as the 

schoolôs largest fundraiser, raising much-needed 

money for Saint Albert Catholic Schools. 

The theme of this yearôs auction was Kentucky 

DerbyðSaint Albert Style and included a raffle for 

$25,000 cash! Held at the Mid America Center in 

Council Bluffs, this event included a photo booth to 

capture all the attendeesô winning smiles, several 

small raffles, and a contest for the best Derby Day 

hat! Saint Albert parent and longtime supporter, 

Margie Johnson, won the hat contest by sporting a 

stylish, green and gold creation and walked away 

with a new Coach handbag! Overall, it was a night 

filled with the Falcon Faithful, friends, family, and 

high bids! 

The 2011 Saint Albert Auction in conjunction 

with the $25,000 Cash Raffle raised $323,500. For 

the first time in Saint Albert history, the auction 

seats sold out in two days; eight hundred people in 

attendance significantly increased the funds raised 

by the event. The Auction alone raised $232,500. 

The Cash Raffle raised $91,000 and sold 2,329 

tickets. The lucky winner of the $25,000 cold, hard 

cash was Monte Palecek, and the seller was Saint 

Albert Jr/Sr High School Librarian Donella Pauli! 

The $5,000 winner was John Sciortino, and the 

$1,000 winners were Melinda Meinecke, Eileen 

Bulgett, and Saint Albert Pre-K teacher Lucy Bur-

gan. 

Saint Albert will use these fundraisersô proceeds 

for its general operating budget, which allows the 

school to offer many high quality programs for its 

students.  Similar to the Kentucky Derby, Saint Al-

bert Schools has built and upheld many traditions: 

academic excellence, strong spirituality, commit-

ment to community, and engaging enrichment pro-

grams through its existence. High standardized test 

scores, 100% graduation rate, an energetic National 

Honors Society and Student Council, a dynamic 

Campus Ministry program, and award-winning 

sports, music, and fine art programs embody these 

Saint Albert traditions and sustain the high stan-

dards placed upon the Saint Albert students. The 

auction and raffle earnings will also help Saint Al-

bert keep its tuition affordable for families through-

out southwest Iowa. 

The Jan Hughes family and the Raffle Chairs, 

Libby Cerny and Lori Matthai, want to thank all the 

volunteers, corporate sponsors, and raffle sponsors 

who contributed to the success of this event. Count-

less volunteers donated their time, leadership, 

items, and ideas. The Raffle Chairs specifically 

want to thank the elementary students and parents 

for their wonderful participation in the ñRace for 

the Raffleò contest and the high school students for 

raising over $3,000 for the Raffle. The dedication 

and enthusiasm of all the volunteers helped Saint 

Albert race to a photo finish and raise the funds 

required to uphold its outstanding traditions.   

Thanks again to the Saint Albert family, the Jan 

Hughes Family, the Raffle Chairs, and our gener-

ous sponsors for making the 2011 Kentucky Derby 

event one of the best and most successful auctions 

to date! With your support, Saint Albert reigned in 

$323,500, making this run for the roses a smashing 

success!  

The 2011 Auction and Raffle Raise $323,500 for Saint Albert 

Freddie Falcon Award 

Each year, Saint Albert presents the Freddie Falcon 

Award to a person or persons who have so selflessly 

given their time, talents, and treasures to Saint Albert 

Catholic School. The recipient of the 2011 Freddie 

Falcon Award was the Doll Family. 



Kentucky Derby, Saint Albert Style!  
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In 2009, Saint Albert Catholic 

Schools built a brand new, state-of-

the-art elementary school and early 

childhood care center. The child care 

center is 6,000 square feet, and the 

elementary school addition adds an-

other 30,000 square feet and includes 

10 classrooms, a gymnasium, and a 

multi-purpose room. These additions 

allow Saint Albert to provide an ex-

cellent faith-based education from 

ócradle to collegeô all on one campus. 

The new additions have not only cre-

ated extra space but they are also 

equipped with state-of-the-art tech-

nology. The elementary classrooms 

include wireless laptop labs, ñSmart 

Boardsò interactive learning systems, 

LCD televisions, ELMO systems and 

laptop computers for each teacher. 

Saint Albertôs elite learning environ-

ment is unrivaled in the Council 

Bluffs area and allows the school to 

continue its tradition of academic ex-

cellence by providing a high quality, 

technologically advanced education 

to its students. 

The new addition of the Sheryl K. 

Johnson Childcare Center also allows 

Saint Albert to serve a new age-group 

of students: 6 weeks to 4 years old. 

The center is opened all year round, 6 

am to 6 pm Monday through Friday. 

The childcare center cultivates a 

childôs spiritual and developmental 

growth. Its curriculum offers a faith-

based program that includes daily 

prayer and Bible activities in a sup-

portive and nurturing environment. 

The childcare center also provides a 

rich assortment of multi-dimensional 

materials; guides children towards 

self-discipline; develops a childôs in-

terpersonal and social skills through 

constant interaction with classmates 

and teachers; and offers age-

appropriate outdoor playground 

equipment and play area.  

From ABCs to ACTs, Saint Albert Offers  

Quality Education from Cradle to College! 
Page 4 



Giving To Saint Albert Catholic Schools 

Saint Albert Catholic Schools is very fortunate to have tremendous financial support from our parents, alumni, parishes, and the 

community. This support greatly enhances our ability to offer our students excellent academic programs, strong spiritual oppor-

tunities, and engaging enrichment and extracurricular activities.   

If you are considering giving to Saint Albert, please remember that your gift goes to a wonderful cause: our mission of fostering 

spiritual, moral, intellectual and physical growth for students. We are grateful to our donors who have invested in the education 

and future of our students. If you are thinking of giving to Saint Albert, please review some available giving options below.  

1. The Capital Campaign ð Join the 300 Club! 

Help Saint Albert complete its capital campaign for the new elementary school by becoming a member of the 300 

Club.  The Club is a group of Saint Albert supporters who are committed to continuing the tradition of academic ex-

cellence at the school.  Itôs called the 300 Club because we need 300 members to meet our goal. 

For more information, please contact Abby Jares at (712) 329-9000, Ext. 5 

2.   Catholic Tuition Organization Donation ð Help Make Catholic Tuition Affordable!  

Help provide low income families with the opportunity to give their children a Catholic education by giving a finan-

cial contribution to the Catholic Tuition Organization. You'll also receive a tax credit on both your Iowa and federal 

taxes. 

For more information, please visit https://www.ctodsmdiocese.org/online_donation.html  

3. Scholarships and Tuition Assistance 

Each year, more than 30 percent of the families at Saint Albert receive assistance in the form of family grants, student 

scholarships, and work study programs. With your support, we can strengthen our student scholarships and tuition 

assistance to ensure that a Saint Albert education is accessible to any student who desires it, regardless of their finan-

cial resources.   

For more information, please contact Cathy Faurot at (712) 329-9000, Ext. 2 

4. Bequests ð Remember Saint Albert Schools In Your Will 

Here is a sample bequest wording for your will (Please share with your attorney): 

ñI, [your name] or [city, state, zip] give and bequeath to the Saint Albert Catholic School Foundation, whose legal 

address is 400 Gleason Avenue, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503, the rest, residue, and remainder of my estate (or a spe-

cific percentage); or the sum of ___ dollars; or the following described property: ____________ to support the mission 

of Saint Albert Catholic School.  

5.    Corporate Matches  

Check with your company to see if it sponsors a matching gifts program. A matching gifts program is a company-

sponsored benefit that doubles or even triples an employee's gift to the school by matching his or her contribution. 

For a list of companies in our area that offer matching gifts programs, please visit our website at 

www.saintalbertschools.org and click on the ñGiving to Saint Albertò tab.  
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Class of 2011 Earns $300,000 in College Scholarships! 

Creighton University 

Drake University 

Iowa State University 

Iowa Western  

Community College 

Metro Community College 

Midland University 

Morningside College 

Northwest Missouri State  

University 

South Dakota State University 

Southwestern Community  

College 

Texas Christian University 

University of Iowa 

University of Nebraska  

Lincoln 

University of Nebraska Omaha 

University of South Dakota 

University of Wyoming 

US Army 

US Marine Corps 

Xavier University 

Xenon School of Hairstyling 

Congratulations to the 

Class of 2011 who 

graduated on May 15th, 

2011, from Saint Albert 

Catholic High School! 

The graduation was held 

in the Saint Albert High 

School Gymnasium. 

The graduating class of 

2011 consists of 23 girls 

and 23 boys. Laura 

Faurot was the valedic-

torian and Catie Faust 

was the salutatorian.  

The Class of 2011 had a 

98% graduation rate and 

received approximately 

$300,000 in college 

scholarships. The Saint 

Albert graduates were 

accepted to the follow-

ing colleges and univer-

sities: 

Clarkson College 

College of St. Mary 
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Saint Albert Implements Big Brother/Big Sister Program 

Page 8 The Tradition 

For the 2011-2012 school 

year, Saint Albert Catholic 

Schools created a nurturing 

mentoring and leadership pro-

gram called the Saint Albert 

Big Brother/Big Sister Pro-

gram.   

For this program, the current 

Saint Albert 8th grade students 

are matched with a current 

junior, who will act as their 

Big Brother/Big Sister, when 

the 8th graders enter into their 

freshman year of high school 

and throughout their high 

school career.  This new men-

toring and leadership program 

adds another level of excite-

ment for incoming freshman 

as they embark on their high 

school college preparatory 

curriculum next year.   

The Big Brother/Big Sister 

will be available to answer 

any questions, make recom-

mendations, and offer support 

and Christian fellowship to 

their mentees.  Furthermore, 

the Big Brother/Big Sister will 

sharpen the upperclassmenôs 

leadership and mentoring 

skills with this interactive op-

portunity and put into practice 

Catholic principles during this 

outstanding program. 

Saint Albert Catholic Schools 

is dedicated to building future 

strong, intelligent leaders. 

This program will act as a 

catalyst in the intellectual, 

spiritual, and moral growth of 

Saint Albert students.  

Please join us in prayer for 

these young men and women 

during this very important 

transition in their lives.  And 

may God continue to bless all 

those involved in the further-

ing of the mission of the Saint 

Albert Catholic Schools. 

2011 Prom King and Queen: Jacob Cool and Emily Prichard 

Congratulations to senior Jake Cool and Emily Prichard who 

were Saint Albert's 2011 Prom King and Queen. The 2011 

Prom Court included: 

Girls:  

Tori Cushing 

Alexa Graham 

Becca Hilderbrand 

Jacque Klein 

Emily Prichard 

Sarah Zajic 

 

Boys: 

Kevin Bissell 

Jacob Cool 

Brennan McNitt 

Jordan Pettit 

Nate Romano 

Mickey Russell 
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Each year, the Saint Albert Junior/Senior 

High Administration recognizes a teacher 

who has upheld the tradition of academic 

excellence, who inspires their students to 

go above and beyond their course work, 

and who truly fosters studentsô academic, 

moral, and spiritual development.  

The 2011 Teacher of the Year nurtures the 

academic development and growth of her 

students. Her friendly demeanor and pas-

sion for the subjects she teaches encourages 

students to be enthusiastic about learning 

and the course material. Not only does she 

inspire students in her classroom, but she 

willingly stays after school to help students 

who need extra help or have questions.  Her 

dedication and drive to her area of work 

allows her teaching to be as current and up-

to-date as possible in a constantly changing 

field.  

The 2011 Teacher of the Year teaches com-

puter and business-related classes at Saint 

Albert. She is highly educated in the areas 

of word processing, computer programs, 

budgeting and databases. She received her 

Bachelor of Science degree from Miami 

University in Oxford, Ohio, and received 

her Masterôs degree from Georgia State 

University.  She first began her teaching 

career at an Omaha Catholic School before 

joining the Saint Albert family in August 

1994.  

In her teaching career at Saint Albert, she 

has also helped her students develop mor-

ally and spiritually. She served as the Na-

tional Honor Society Sponsor for several 

years, guiding NHS students in the ways of 

scholarship, leadership, character, and ser-

vice.  

She also currently acts as the co-Senior 

Class Sponsor. Her duties include preparing 

and overseeing senior graduation, coordi-

nating the Senior Mass and Reception, and 

offering any assistance and advice to the 

senior class.  

Her enthusiasm and commitment to Saint 

Albert and her students make her a valuable 

asset to the school. Saint Albert is proud 

and honored to announce the 2011 Teacher 

of the Year is Mrs. Nancy Schalles.  

Nancy Schalles Named 2011 Teacher of the Year 

Past Teachers of 

the Year 

2011- Nancy Schalles 

2010- Lee Spann 

2009- Virgie Oatman 

2008- Ann Coombs 

2007- Thomas Heithoff 

2006- Julie Mooney 

2005- Robinson Luke 

2004- Tarra Beyer 

2003- Randy Schmitz 

2002- Andrew Kruzich 

2001- James H. Easterling 

2000- Caroline Swartz 

1999- Steve Gruber 

1998- Thomas Kaup 

1997- Holly Jarrett 

1996- Deb McGuire 

1995- Maryann Angeroth 

1994- Jonna Andersen 


